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those who might come to power in Jugoslavia after
Alexander had ceased to matter.

""What did Italy envisage as a result of the murder?"
I asked,

"Separatism and chaos. Italy considered she would
then be free from the embarrassment of a hostile neigh-
bour. The event has to be taken in conjunction with
Italy's imperial policy. She intended going into
Abyssinia/'

Mussolini, in his speech, reviewed his relationship
with each of the important powers in Europe and
addressed himself first to Jugoslavia. "We do not
see much prospect of improving our relationship with
our neighbours beyond the mountains/' said he. "At
least, not so long as they continue to wound us in our
most sensitive part. The first condition for a policy
of friendship, a friendship which would be crystallised
in diplomatic protocols, would be the discontinuance
of those reflections on the valour of those Italian soldiers
who shed their blood in the wildernesses of Krass and
Macedonia. . . . Nevertheless, we who are confident
and strong now demand, for the last time, the possibility
of an understanding."

Mussolini was referring to the article in Vrewye
about the disastrous battle of Caporetto, when an army
containing many Bosnian and Dalmatian unit's in the
Austrian service routed the Italians, causing casualties
amounting to several hundred thousands, a greater
defeat than that inflicted on the Russians at Tannenberg.
The article had greatly wounded Italy's martial pride.
Nevertheless, Italy asked for an understanding with
Jugoslavia,

"What did the King think of Mussolini's words?"
I asked,

"He thought them hypocritical/'

Curiously enough, the understanding which
Mussolini demanded he- did obtain after the King's
death,